Dear Brethren,
I hope and trust this letter finds you well and that you are faithfully abiding in your place
of service. We are doing well thanks to the grace of God and are thankful for your prayers for our
ministry and family.
As many of you know, I have struggled with chronic health issues for quite a while now. I
appreciate your prayers for me as it has had such an instrumental influence in our lives over the
past few years. It truly has been a time of hard trials and it is certainly not something that any of us
would have chosen to involve in my life. That being said, I believe God is not only aware of this trial
of affliction in my life but that he is also using it for my good and for the good of his work.
Pain is not something that can be avoided in life. Thankfully, many people are not called
upon to deal with it as a chronic issue or until their elderly years. One way or another I know that
we all have to deal with living in dying bodies. (for now Phil 3:21) I believe that living this way for a
while now has had an effect on my outlook in life and my way of thinking. It has caused me to
further perceive my own frailty (Psalms 39:4) and vulnerability on the grand scheme of things.
Thankfully, I continue to improve physically and I am learning how to identify what I CAN do
and what I CAN NOT do. Furthermore, I am focussing my thoughts on appreciating some of the
things that have happened as a direct result of the physical ailments which have become such an
unwelcome part of my life.
Several months ago, after “trying” just about everything under the sun to find a remedy, I
finally reached the point of realizing that I could not keep “putting off” my back issues, and decided
to invest the time and finances required to make some headway on it. The main issue revolved
around the fact that, to do any sort of medical procedure, you have to go through the rigamarole of
the medical processes which requires you have to stay in one place for a while.
“Staying put”, especially while I was not on my field, did not mesh well with our ministry
priorities at the time, but looking back on the past “chapter” of our ministry shows me that the Lord
had a purpose in it all. Once I finally made the decision to find a physician and “stay put” for a
while, the Lord brought a ministry situation across our path which I will forever be grateful for.
In the same area where there was a highly recommended doctor in southern Oregon, we
were also made aware of a church that, “needed help”. After considerable prayer, council, and
scriptural confirmation, we opted to rent a house in that area and start the process of my back
procedures while serving this church that we were asked to help.
Once we were moved into the area, we took the leadership role in the church there with
a fragmented handful of discombobulated people. The situation entailed a dead southern baptist
church, around 400$ in the bank, a horrific church constitution, a pastor who had just given…

… a two week notice, and a handful of people of whom more than half of them
COULD NOT give me ANY kind of an actual testimony of their own personal salvation. In
layman's terms it was a “soup sandwich”! Like many of you, I would have tucked tail and ran
as far in the other direction as I could, had it not been for the undeniable confirmation the Lord
had given for his will there. (Job 13:1-2)
Due to the particulars of the situation, the Lord led me to depend heavily on the
counsel of our sending church pastor as well as the local church pastors of Bible Believing
Churches who serve in the Northwest. (Prov 11:14)
Bible Believing pastors in the Northwest of the USA generally see the incredible deficit
of Bible Believing Churches in that area of the country as “an excuse” to support ANY Bible
Believing effort being made in hopes of seeing an additional church come to be in the
Northwest. This was especially true of the case in Grants Pass Oregon. Several pastors in the
Northwest took it upon themselves to pray, call, write, and generally care about this work. Some
of them came to preach at the church there and were a GREAT source of encouragement! The
guidance and experience of these pastors who have worked in the area for years was
invaluable.
There was really nothing to do with that “soup sandwich” other than to pull it out of the
convention, rebuild the constitution, get out and knock doors, preach on the streets, restart with
a new congregation, then hand it over to a Bible Believing Pastor. The “mission” had become
clear. As the medical procedures went on, so did the Lord's work! It was with a GREAT
deal of adversity, endurance, and God's good GRACE that Dayspring Baptist Church was
started as a Bible Believing Church.
Although the mission was clear, the fact still remained that I DID NOT KNOW who was
eventually supposed to come and take the long term pastoral ministry of this church. All we
could do was to PREACH, TEACH, WIN SOULS, PRAY, and DISCIPLE anyone and everyone
who showed any interest in it at all. Some folks got saved and baptized. A few availed
themselves of regular discipleship, and overall the Lord put his hand over the work.
The word was put out that the church was looking for a pastor and we had some very
good men come to consider the pastorate. The first few men did not get any real confirmation or
leading from God to actually take the church. By God’s grace, brother Gus Richardson and his
wife Victoria came to consider the work in March of this year. The Lord moved in Brother Gus’s
heart and gave him scriptural confirmation. Brother Gus was voted in as pastor in May of
2020. Additionally, the Glynn family (a family who was saved and discipled in the church in
Portland) followed the Lord's leading to be sent out from the church which my brother John
pastors, to go and help pastor Gus in the Lord's work in Grants Pass.
In ten months of “staying put” there, by God’s grace, the Lord was able to use us to
take the leadership of a soup sandwich baptist church, constitutionally replace the constitution
and bylaws, formally disassociate the church with previous affiliations, establish a spirit and
attitude of reverence for the Lord & KING JAMES BIBLE, teach through a few books of the
Bible, and hand over the church! https://dayspringbaptistgp.com/
To provide clarity as to our intentions of being there, we made sure to never take any
funds or support from the church itself even as the Lord began to bring in miraculous provision.
The Lord provided for our needs through your faithful support and that allowed us to leave
the church in a good situation for the future. Dayspring Baptist Church under the leadership of
Pastor Richardson has now taken us on for monthly support as well as a few other Bible
Believing Missionaries. Please pray for Pastor Gus as he has his hands full and has a great
responsibility. The Orthopedic Dr. in Oregon has transferred us to an affiliated Dr. in

Tennessee where we are finishing procedures and awaiting the re-opening
of flights into Malawi. We will be basing out of East TN visiting churches while
we are waiting. God Bless you!

